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April 24, 2009

Congressman Frank A. LoBiondo

2" District, New Jersey

2427 Raybum House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-3002

Re:  SAFETEA-LYU Reauthorization
High Priority Projecis
Beesleys Point Bridges Improvements
Upper Township, Cape May County and
Egg Harbor Township and Somers Point, Atlantic County

Dear Honorable Congressman LoBiondo:

Cape May County Board of Chosen Freeholders seeks your assistance in securing the necessary
funds to improve the Beesleys Point Bridges in Upper Township, Cape May County and Egg Harbor
Township and Somers Point, Atlantic County. The Beesleys Point Bridges carry Route US 9 over Great
Egg Harbor Bay and Drag Channel.

The Beesleys Point Bridges have been closed to vehicular traffic since June 2004 due to the
deteriorated structural condition of the bridges. The bridges are deemed structurally deficient with a
sufficiency rating of 9.1 for the bridge over Great Egg Harbor Bay and 10.1 for the bridge over Drag
Channel. At the time of their closure, the bridges were load posted and carried approximately 1.7 million
vehicles per year. The structural steel is heavily corroded, the concrete caissons are unstable, the bridge
rail systems does not meet current standards and the electrical/mechanical systems are in need of an
overhaul.

The County has entered into an agreement with NJ Department of Transportation to fund a
$20,000,000 rehabilitation program of the bridge that includes the use of State-Aid and folls. This
proposed program provides only the bare minimum of funds necessary to reopen the bridges however
more funds are required to increase the level of service provided.

Currently there are only four (4) major roadways that provide access to Cape May County. In the
past few years, there have been incidents that have either closed or reduced the capacity of the adjacent
Garden State Parkway Bridges. When this happens gridlock occurs in the communities surrounding the
bridges including Ocean City. With the closure of the Beesleys Point Bridges, increased congestion has
occurred on Roosevelt Boulevard in Upper Township.



Given the few roadways accessing Cape May Counly, it is imperative that the Beesleys Point
Bridges be reopened to provide congestion relief and to assist in the evacuation process should Cape May
County ever be impacted by a hurricane. The current plan to evacuate Cape May County in the event of
a hurricane calls for reversing the direction of travel on the Garden State Parkway and the Route NJ
47/347 Corridor leaving very limited access to provide the necessary resources to evacuate the large
immobile population of the County.

Cape May County intends on holding public information center(s) to discuss the progress

of the design and construction of the improvements. These bridges have been the subject of
numerous newspaper articles and will continue to be until the bridges are reopened.

The Cape May County Board of Chosen Freeholders strongly supports the Beesleys Point
Bridges Improvement Project that will reopen this much needed access to Cape May County. The
County is seeking federal funds to help with the structural rehabilitation of the bridges, namely the
strengthening of the bridges and replacement of the bridge rail system at a cost of §7,6006,000.

Should you have any questions or require additional information, please do not hesitate to
contact the Cape May County Engineer, Dale Foster at (609) 465-1035.

I'look forward to working with you on this highly critical and important improvement project.

Sincereiy,

Damei Bayei
Freeholder Director

DB/DMF/ke
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April 24, 2009

Hon. Frank A. LoBiondo

Member of Congress

2427 Ravburn House Office Building
Washington. DC, 20515-3002

Dear Congressman LoBiondo:

I am writing in support of the Beesley’s Point Bridge Improvements project in Upper Township,
Cape May County. and the City of Somers Point, Atlantic County, submitted by Cape May County for
consideration as a High Priority Project in the upcoming reauthorization of SAFETEA — LU. Given the
few roadways accessing Cape May County, it is imperative that the Beesley’s Point Bridges be reopened to
provide congestion relief and to assist in the evacuation process should Cape May County ever be impacted by a
hurricane. The current plan to evacuate Cape May County in the event of a hurricane calls for reversing the
direction of travel on the Garden State Parkway and the Route NJ 47/347 Corridor leaving very limited access to
provide the necessary resources to evacuate the large immobile population of the County. Cape May County is
seeking $7,000,000 in federal funding for the project.

The South Jersey Transportation Planning Organization fully suppoerts the Beesley’s Point
Bridge Improvements project in Upper Township.

Should this project be included in the SAFETEA - LU reauthorization, all of our public
involvement procedures for the Transportation Improvement Program wili be maintained,
including formal public notice, website posting, and presentation at an open public meeting.

No other federal, State, local, or private funding sources are anticipated to be used to
advance this project.

Thank vou for vour consideration of this critical project, and please do not hesitate to contact me
for further information.

Sincerely,

Timothy G. Chelius, P.P., AICP
Executive Director

TGCmal
Ce: Hon. Daniel M. Bevel, Director, Cape May County Board of Chosen Freeholders
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